Developing standards in palliative care.
Palliative care is an area of nursing that demands special skills and deserves standards of excellence. Standards are vital for the monitoring of patient care. Standards ensure that all staff are aware of the level of care to be delivered. Palliative care should be given to all patients who are dying, not just those with cancer. Before standards can be created, a philosophy of care must be written. Time limits must be set and adhered to.